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PENNSYLVANIA’S DELAWARE RIVER VALLEY SCENIC BYWAY CORRIDOR MANAGEMENT PLAN PUBLIC INFORMATION MEETING

A public information meeting will be held on June 14, 2010 at the Centerfield Building located at 6984 S. Delaware Drive, Lower Mt. Bethel Township, from 7:00-9:00 PM to discuss opportunities for preserving and enhancing the Delaware River Valley Scenic Byway and to discuss opportunities for gaining designation of the route as one of America’s Byways by the Federal Highway Administration.

A byway management plan is being prepared with funding from a Federal Highway Administration grant through the National Scenic Byways Program.  The grant is being administered through Lower Mount Bethel Township and the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation. The byway management plan is needed in order to apply for designation as a National Scenic Byway.

The plan is a written document in which the sponsor describes the goals, strategies and responsibilities for conserving and enhancing a byway’s most valuable qualities.  It is developed collaboratively with all those who have an interest in the future of an area included in the byway corridor.  It includes both a long-term vision for what the byway may become over time and also a short-term action plan.

The plan is being prepared by a team of planning, engineering, landscape architecture and historic preservation experts led by Lardner/Klein Landscape Architects, P.C. of Alexandria, Virginia.

The meeting will include a presentation by Jim Klein, a nationally recognized expert in managing scenic byways and heritage touring routes.  Mr. Klein will talk about the benefits of byway designation, the steps involved with the development of a management plan, and some of the issues that must be addressed as part of the planning effort. A vision for the future of the corridor will also be discussed.  Early community-based input at the start of this process is important and will help shape the development of the plan.

The Lower Mount Bethel Township portion of the Delaware River Valley Scenic Byway, a state of Pennsylvania Scenic Byway, generally follows Pennsylvania State Route 611 from the Township line to Riverton along the Martins Creek-Belvidere Highway.  The byway has an upper loop from Martins Creek along Little Creek Road and connecting to Route 611 back down to the Martins Creek-Belvidere Highway.

An Advisory Committee has been formed to assist in the development of the management plan. The members of the Advisory Committee represent the many different viewpoints of individuals with an interest in the route:  people who live or work along the route, those that are responsible for its management, and those with extensive knowledge of the history of the area.  The Advisory Committee will meet a total of five times during the planning process to help develop the plan.  All advisory committee meetings are open to the public and all are welcome to attend.

In addition to this first public meeting, there will be a second public workshop to discuss the draft plan. At the end of the planning process, the Township may want to pursue designation as a National Scenic Byway through the Federal Highway Administration. This designation would recognize the regionally significant qualities of the byway corridor. Other than a prohibition of billboards, no regulations are required or will result from such a designation.

The designation provides additional opportunities for heritage-based tourism development including additional funding opportunities for preservation and enhancement projects.  Pennsylvania has three byways designated under the program:  The Seaway Trail along Lake Erie, the Journey Through Hallowed Ground along US 15 to Gettysburg, and the Historic National Road as part of a six state byway from Baltimore to St. Louis. 

An effort is also being made to coordinate with adjoining Townships along the Delaware River to link the byway up with scenic routes to the Delaware Water Gap to the north and the Delaware and Lehigh National Heritage Area to the south.  Interest has also been expressed about crossing into New Jersey to establish a loop route along the Delaware River.

Additional Information:

See the byway planning effort web page at: http://www.lardnerklein.com/drvsb_index.html
Download the project overview and schedule using the link at the upper left.

