Cameron County Dark Sky Park Context

A grant for developing this Master Site Plan was warded to the Lumber Heritage Region
and Cameron County by Pennsylvania DCNR. Lardner/Klein Landscape Architects was
hired to develop the Master Site Plan. Cameron County formed a Dark Sky Committee
to help gather public input and identify priorities for dark sky viewing, education, and
compatible daytime uses. For information about the process please visit: https://www.
lardnerklein.com/parks-trails-natural-areas/cameron-dark-sky (or use the QR Code)

Purpose of today’s public workshop:

The focus of this workshop will be to review the initial draft
master site plan generated from ideas suggested by the
planning committee and from the June 6 public meeting.

Lumber Heritage Region

The draft master site plan is illustrated on these displays:
1. Introduction and Context 4. Proposed Viewing Areas
2. Existing Site Conditions 5. Upper Meadow Wildlife
3. Draft Master Site Plan Viewing Area
6. Dark Sky Park Designations

Purpose of the Master Site Plan

One of Cameron County’s most attractive assets is its dark sky,
which offers exceptional starry nights, perfect for stargazing
and appreciating the natural beauty, the sights, and sounds

of the dark night. The purpose of the master site plan is to
establish a development program and design concept for how
best to enhance the County’s reclaimed landfill property off
May Hollow Road for use as a Dark Sky Park.
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Dark Sky Park: Existing Site Conditions
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Dark Sky Park: Draft Master Site Plan
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Dark Sky Park: Proposed Viewing Areas
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Wildlife needs dark sky

Suggested interpretive themes and tools to supplement dark sky viewing areas in daylight

=3 You Make a Difference

The National Park Service recomme

T
o
";.ﬂ:;

o Use warm-white or amber light 6 Use the minimum o Use energy-efficient lights
(Avoid blue-white light) amount of light needed

w =

ONE SKY, X
MANY WORLDS

INDIGENOUS VOICES IN ASTRONOMY

skywatchers.com

https://native

™

Sound and stories Bird and animal silhouettes and handrail wraps Interpretive.-displays.- -
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C ° 2 View from the boardwalk looking north toward pavilion
Interpretive Topics
How this landscape evolved

C ° 3 View from the lower end of the boardwalk leaving the
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Dark Sky Park: Certifcation Process

INTERNATIONAL DARK SKY PLACES PROGRAM CERTIFICATION

The International Dark Sky Place certificate provides commemorative recognition for communities that are
demonstrating best practices for protecting night skies. Places are nominated, and go through a certification
program that is reviewed by the Dark Sky Places Committee and International Dark Sky Association

. Applicant reviews
eligibility

- Develops a relationship
with a Dark Sky Advocate

- Notifies IDA of intent to
pursue application via
inquiry form.

! Q

Connect with

- IDSP evaluates site for \
eligibility and category

recommendation.

- Applicant notifies IDA of

formal intent to apply for a
specific certification &

Dark Sky Places submits application fee.
4
T - Work with IDSP manager to
develop application with a
plan that meets all
. requirements (or makes an
achievable plan to do so)
Develop
Application /
4
CINAL - When the draft is finalized,
DRAFT provide Dark Sky staff 45
days notice before
submitting.
Submit
) 4
- If approved, application
goes to the IDA.
- If approved with
conditions, application is
: revised and resubmitted.
Review by DSPC - If rejected, an updated

Review by IDA

Awarded a Dark Sky
Place Certificate

Maintain Certificate in
Good Standing

future application may be
eligible for submission.

« IDA Board of Directors

accepts or returns the
application 10 business
days after DSPC approval

- Once fully endorsed, the

certification is announced
and the Place is added to
the DarkSky website to
assist with promotion and
host annual reports

- Monitor & record sky quality
- Retrofit existing lighting

- Host outreach events

- Collaborate to encourage the

expansion of night sky
protection

« Submit documentation of all

efforts in an IDSP Annual
Rebport

/ N

Built Environment Category:
- Provides a nighttime experience of reduced light pollution
. Utilizes effective lighting polices that use light only when
necessary and create safe public spaces
. Protects nearby areas that depend on natural darkness.
AU _

Community or Populated Area

- : R
International
Dark-Sky
Community
< 4 Nighttime Dark-Sky
public access Friendly
and outreach Lighting Policy
events

Cherry Springs | Emporium Sky Darkness Measurements

State Park Steve Conard
PA Wilds Astronomy Club

A

L/rr‘

Cameron County
Dark Sky Park

11/11/2024

null, Esri, HERE, NPS, Esri, HERE, Garmin, USGS, EPA, NPS

. .

p
Conservation Approach:
» The Milky Way is visible to the unaided eye
- There are no artificial light sources nearby with significant glare
- Any light domes are dim, resisticted, and closer to the horizon
N y
Park or Protected Land with sky quality above or
close to 21.1 mags/arcsec Zenith Luminance AND
can be accessed by staff and visitors .
4 . )
International
Dark-Sky
9 Park y Protected, Land is Nighttime Lighting &
exceptionally Legally publicaccess  Restoration
Dark Sky Protected and outreach Examples
events
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